
THE ARTS SOCIETY FARNHAM EVENING POPPY FACTORY AND  
FULHAM PALACE VISIT on Friday 29 March 2019 

 

 
 
About 30 gathered together to leap onto a coach to travel to our first destination - 
The Poppy Factory based in Richmond.  The sun shone and we arrived in good 
time to have coffee and biscuits prior to being told more about the Poppy Factory 
which was founded in 1922 by Major George Howson MC.  He believed that "the 
disabled should be given their chance".   
 
But the story of the Poppy began during World War 1.   
 
Colonel John McCrae in 1915, following the death of a close friend was moved to 
write his famous poem "In Flanders Fields" and became one of the most popular 
poems of the war.  Moina Belle Michael, an American professor, went on to cement 
the poppy as the USA's symbol of remembrance.  She handed out 10 artificial silk 
remembrance poppies in return for a donation.  One of those to receive a silk poppy 
was Anna Guerin, a French socialite who recognised the potential of this global 
symbol.  In 1921 she pitched her idea to Earl Haig, president of the newly formed 
British Legion.  The first Poppy Day was launched in 1921 when over £100,000 was 
raised.  
 
Since 1922 the Poppy Factory has provided work for 
disabled veterans and disabled dependents of ex-
Service personnel.   Special Remembrance products are 
also made for the members of the Royal family (the 
Queen's wreath is an example shown here).  The Poppy 
Factory has now become the leading employment 
charity for veterans with health conditions around the 
country.   An employability service has been set up to 



give employment support to ex-Service men within the community and the teams are 
found all across the country supporting hundreds of veterans with disabilities back 
into fulfilling work every year.  It was the first charity to have earned the Ministry of 
Defence's Employer Recognition Silver Scheme Award.  
 
Whilst we were not able to meet with workers, we were shown around the factory 
space.  We were led into an area where we could make a poppy using only one 
hand and discover more about the history of the Poppy Factory's development and 
ethos.  The photography gallery showed visits by members of the Royal family and 
we saw the gigantic cutting machines onto which huge red rolls of material are 
processed to create petals.  We also witnessed lorries coming in to collect the 
boxed-up products to be taken to massive storage areas before being distributed 
further afield.   Production works all year with an annual output of 7.5 million poppies, 
136,000 wreaths, 950,000 wooden remembrance symbols all of which are 
handmade for The Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal.   
 
In Flanders Fields by John McCrae - Ypres Belgium - 3 May 1915 
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks still bravely singing fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the dead.  Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders Fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe. 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch: be yours to hold it high, 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders Fields. 
 
 
Following this thought provoking tour we then travelled to Fulham Palace which is 
the historic home of the Bishops of London.  Since 704 AD the bishops used the 
property as their country retreat, though there is evidence of much earlier occupation 

of the site during the Neolithic, Iron Age 
and Roman periods.   
 
This extensive period of occupation by 
the bishops is reflected in the different 
architectural styles and features of the 
buildings - the 15th century wooden 
gate to the Tudor courtyard, the 
Georgian drawing rooms, and the 
Victorian Chapel.  From at least the 
medieval times the site was encircled by 
a moat part of which can be seen at the 
entrance to the Palace. 



The Palace grounds are of considerable botanical and 
horticultural importance and have been famous since Bishop 
Grindal (1559 - 1570) sent grapes to Queen Elizabeth 1.  
Bishop Compton (1675 - 1713) was a keen collector of plants.  
Together with his gardener George London, they transformed 
the garden into one of the most significant in Europe.  As 
Bishop of London, Compton was responsible for the Anglican 
Church overseas and collected plant specimens from India, 
Africa and North America.  The magnolia is one of the many 
rare species of trees grown for the first time in Europe at 
Fulham Palace. 
 
The last bishop moved out in 1973 and the site is now 
managed by Fulham Palace Trust.   
 
We had a guided tour of the interior and were able to stroll within the 13 acres of  
garden, including  a walled garden (holding three Tudor bee boles) as well seeing  a 
500 year old Holm oak which is considered to be the great tree of London.  Unusual 
tree carvings are seen on the north lawn: the Bishop's tree carved from a Cedar of 
Lebanon felled in 2006.  Nearby the oak bench shows Bishop Compton in a reclining 
position.    
 
At this time there are extensive renovations work 
within the Tudor Quadrangle and key historic 
rooms such as the Great Hall.  The aim is to 
rearrange the rooms and bring them back to life as 
they would have been at the times when the 
bishops lived and worked across the centuries.    
 
It is definitely worth another visit since there is so 
much to see and absorb:  The small Tait Chapel 
for example is exquisite with its beautiful painted 
ceiling, stained glass windows and Italian mosaic. 
 
It was a most enjoyable day out! 
 
  


